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12. (Currently Amended) A method of improving the mobility of a ladder, comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a ladder having two parallel ladder rails, wherein each of said ladder rails has a 
bottom end that embodies a first tuLffiutiil uf fiiLlion wliui it^^liiig upon dit giuunJ resistancft 

tn sliding ; and 

attaching slide pads to said bottom end of each of said ladder rails su llidl ^did j^lidc pads 
diL hilupostd btlwtui sdid Idddu idils diid llit giumid , wherein said slide pads are affixed to 
said ladder rails and remain attached to said ladder rails when the ladder rails are lifted fiom llit 
giuuiid, and wherein each of said slide pads have a hard bottom surface that embodies a second 
Lutfriciuil uf fiicliun , whui hi cuiiLdtl with Uic giuuiid resisttanne to sliding that is less than said 
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first LUtffiuuiC uf flitliuii resistanrp tn sliHing nf cai H laHH^r raiU 



13. (Original)The method according to Claim 12, wherein said step of attaching slide pads to said 
bottom end of each of said ladder rails includes advancing said bottom end of each ladder rail 
into a receptacle structure on each of said slide pads that engages said ladder rails. 

14. (Origmal) The method according to Claim 12, wherein said step of attaching slide pads to 
said bottom end of each of said ladder rails includes advancing said bottom end of each ladder 
rail between fingers mounted on each of said slide pads, wherein the fingers engage said ladder 
rails. 

15. (0riginal) The method according to Claim 12, wherein said bottom surfaces of said slide pads 
have at least one curved edge. 

tf-l^-CCurrently Amended) The method according to Claim 12, whereon said ladder is a 
stepladder having two ladder rails and two support rails, wherein said slide pads are attached 
solely to said ladder rails. 

W lI.(Currently Amended) A stepladder assembly, comprising: 

a stepladder having two ladder rails and two support rails, wherein said ladder 
rails and said support rails each have bottom ends Uial tuutatt tlit giuuiiU wliui npnn whir.h s aiH 

stepladder is rests when erected, and wherein said hnttnm ends nf sai d laHHer rails presftnt a first 
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resistancfi to sliding whpn QaiH ctP p laHHpr pr^pf f^; 

slide pads coupled to said bottom ends of said ladder rails so that said slide pads 
are iiilupujtd UlIwlui hdsm. said bottom ends of said ladder rails and Jit giuuuJ when said 
stepladder is erected, said slide pads having a hard surface that eoHteets= 



luWU tULflluUltl 



that is Iffss than said first resistance to gliding nf ca i d laHH^r r^iu 



; presents a 



; second resistanre tr> gliding 



fe l^(Currently Amended) The assembly according to Claim i9 20, wherein said slide pads 
are selectively detachable and reattachable to said ladder rails. 



1 9.(New) An assembly comprising: 

a ladder having at least two ladder rails that support the ladder in a standing position; 

slide pads attached to at least some of said ladder rails so that said slide pads are disposed 
under said at least some of said ladder rails when said ladder is in said standing position; 

wherein each of said slide pads has presents less resistance to sliding than does any of 
said ladder rails when said ladder is in said standing position. 



20. (New) The assembly according to Claim 19, wherein each of said slide pads has a base with a 
receptacle structure extending upwardly from said base, wherein said receptacle structure 
receives and engages one of said ladder rails of said ladder. 



2 1 . (New) The assembly according to Claim 20, wherein said receptacle structure includes a 



4 



vertical support having flexible arms that extend from said vertical support. 

22. (New) The assembly according to Claim 2 1 , further including a strap attached to said 
flexible arms for biasing said flexible arms toward each other. 

23. (New) The assembly according to Claim 20, wherein said receptacle structure includes a 
tubular elastic band that is adapted to surround a portion of one of said ladder rails, thereby 
enabling said receptacle structure to engage a ladder rail. 

24. (New) The assembly according to Claim 23, wherein a peripheral ridge extends upwardly 
from said slide pad base and said tubular elastic band extends upwardly from said peripheral 
ridge. 

25. (New) The assembly according to Claim 20, wherein said receptacle structure includes 
fingers that extend upwardly from said slide pad base and engage one of said ladder rails that is 
positioned between said fingers. 

26. (New) The assembly according to Claim 20, further including at least one strap for 
biasing said fingers toward each other. 

27. (New) The assembly according to Claim 26, further including sloped locking heads on 
said fingers. 
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28. (New) The assembly according to Claim 20, wherein said base of said slide pad has at 
least one curved edge. 

29. (New) The device according to Claim 20, whereon said base of said slide pad is metal. 
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